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on he proposed to write a more extended history of the Navy. Pepys's attention was drawn to the question of the sovereignty of the British seas by reason of the trouble which Sir Robert Holmes got into by allowing the Swedish Ambassador to go by him in the Thames without striking his flag. The ambassador deceived Holmes by swearing that he had a permission from the king to dispense with this observance. Pepys writes, on November i2th, 1661, "This day Holmes came to town; and we do expect hourly to hear what usage he hath from the Duke and the King about this late business of letting the Swedish Embassador go by without striking his flag " (vol. ii., p. 135). Holmes was imprisoned for two months, and was not reappointed to the same ship. On November 28th, 1661, Pepys bought Sel-den's "Mare Clausum," "having it in my mind to write a little matter, what I can gather, about the business of striking sayle, and present it to the Duke, which I now think will be a good way to make myself known." And again, on December 3ist, he writes: "I am also upon writing a little treatise to present to the Duke about our privilege in the seas, as to other nations striking their flags to us." He does not appear to have carried out his intention, and there was no real need for his proposed little treatise.
In Selden's work the British claim was strongly urged, and Charles I. made an Order in Council that one copy should be kept in the Council chest, another in the Court of Exchequer, and a third in  the  Court  of  Admiralty. Besides   Selden's work   there was  Sir John   Burrough's treatise on "The Sovereignty of the British Seas proved by Records, History, and the Municipall Lawes of this Kingdome,"  1651.    Later, John Evelyn dealt with the subject in his "Navigation and Commerce" (1674), and argued strongly in favour of the British claim, but he privately confessed to Pepys that he did not consider there was any sufficient evidence of the right.    The reviewer in the    Athenaeum" takes exception to the wording of Lord Braybrooke's note on p. 145 (vol. ii.), which refers to -Fepys s unblushing confession of having told a lie to Sir w iliiam Coventry, when he asserted that he had often heard say that he could prove that in Henry VII.'s time did give commission to his Captains to makece   ofe en deux vers Pi heure dufor our perusal.
